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Comparative Study between Chuiwan in Ancient China and Early Golf

CUI Lequan

(Development Center of Sports Culture, General Administration of Sport of China, Beijing 100061, China)
Abstract: By investigating chuiwan in ancient China and early golf, this essay makes a comparative analysis of
the two in respects of the name, origin, records in literature, course, equipment, clothing, organization and
manner, rule, etiquette and the development of competition. From the similarity of chuiwan and golf, there
should be close relationship between the two outdoor sports despite their different birthplaces. Considering the
historical progress, there was a large-scale cultural exchange between East and West in the Yuan Dynasty, when
chuiwan reached the peak of its development. So possibly, chuiwan spread to the West at that time. Golf,

which is now popular around the world, has a close correlation with ancient Chinese chuiwan in its early devel-

opment and evolution process.
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Figure 1 Mural of Chuiwan in Yuan Dynasty (Mural in Hong-
dong Water God Templeof Shanxi Province)
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Figure 2 Picture of Chuiwan in the Volume of *“Xuan Zong
Emperor Enjoying Pleasure” of the Ming Dynasty (Collection

of the Palace Museum)
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Figure 3 Jiaotai Ball of the Song Dynasty (Left Ball: 4cm in
Diameter; Right Ball: 6cm in Diameter, Collections of the

Palace Museum)
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Figure 4 Part of Du Jin’s “Portrait of the Noble Ladies” of
the Ming Dynasty (Collection of the Shanghai Museum)
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Figure 5 Golf Balls of the Different Times (Selected from {7
-JL) Compiled by INAX Co., Ltd)
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