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Use of Broadsword in Li Hongchun's Play

QIAO Ran', LI Mengjia?

(1.Freelancer, Shanghai 200030, China. 2.Beijing Jingju Theater of Beijing Opera, Beijing 100068, China)
Abstract: This article uses the methods of historical literature, expert interview and field research to discuss the
establishment process of Guan Yu's position of "Saint of War". His style of sword was handed down to the later
different wushu schools and the use of his Guan Wang Sword in the operas. At first, in the plays of Guan Yu,
his sword was put on the stage and was not to be wielded. Wang Hongshou, a Southern school artist, who was
a master of tongbei, xingyi and eight diagrams, combined the use of broadsword with the operas. This helped
the broadsword to be wielded on the stage. Li Hongchun, his apprentice, after inheriting Wang's stage perfor-
mance of sword, created his special way of wielding broadsword on the stage, combining with his family wushu
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and the way of playing sword by Sun Wenkui, a famous wushu master. This won the high reputation for him.
Key Words: Guan Yu;Saint of War ; broadsword; Li Hongchun ; drama with Guan Yu as the major character
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Figure 1 Gui Men Bei Dao (All the photos used in this article
are the family photos of the 2nd author)

B2 BREH
Figure 2 Green Snake Coils itself in the Nest

B3 BT
Figure 3 Step Forward and Raise the Sword
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