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Interpretation of the Rites of the Beijing Olympic Games

YANG Hong

(Publicity Department, Jiangnan University, Jiang Su Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: The Beijing Olympic Games is a kind of historical memory and a ceremony filled with eternal
modernity meaning. The narrative presentation of the Beijing Olympic Games overwhelmed the Chinese peo-
ple's memory of the connotation of the Olympics and formed a cultural monument of China's historical
progress. The Beijing Olympic Games is a ceremony product after the change of the national order of China
and is a sublimation form of the inherent Chinese ceremonies. The Chinese delegation carried off 51 gold
medals at the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. This is due to the support of a national system. Thus, the Beijing
Olympics was promoted as a national ceremony. The Olympics is also a ritual activity of physical display with
strong performativity. The Beijing Olympic Games became a breakthrough for the Chinese people to seek rec-
onciliation with the Western society. The powerful super ritual image created by the Beijing Olympic Games
has enhanced the national self-confidence of the Chinese people and has reshaped and upgraded the image of
the Chinese citizens.

Key Words: Beijing Olympic Games; internalization of rites; international significance; idea presentation; alien-
ation of performance
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