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"Sports + Design" in Olympic Games: An Interview with Professor Wu Haiyan, a Costume De-
signer

BIAN Qian

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Zhejiang International Studies University, Hangzhou 310023, China)
Abstract: The author interviewed Wu Haiyan, professor of China Academy of Art, who reviewed the design
process for the Chinese athletes' ceremonial costumes for the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. She analyzed the
color selection and matching of the Chinese Olympic garments and discussed the present situation and future of
the Chinese sports design in comparison with the other countries' Olympic costume design. In Professor Wu's
opinion, athlete's functional demand needs to be considered in sports design. Chinese sports design should set
up a systematic concept with oriental characteristics. "Technology" and "fashion™ are necessary supplements to
“sports + design". The government should make a long-term plan, establish special research institutes and focus
on the research and development together with the designing force from the society and universities. This will
give a tremendous impetus to the future development of sports design in China.
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