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The Aesthetic Rationale of Football Pass and Control Tactics

LU Yunting

(School of Journalism and Communication, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)
Abstract: The pass and control gameplay, which is closely related to the hunting images of humans and
other predators, has a strong aesthetic appeal. The aesthetic principle of football entails much element of]
animal hunting, in which trial and error and fault tolerance represent an uncertainty. The pass and control
game has the aesthetic characteristics of both ambiguity and computing accuracy, showcasing a prehis-
toric kinetic energy of human interaction with all things around. Teamwork can bring more sense of secu-
rity to people, and the pass and control play can create some non-stop perpetual motion effects. There is a
difference between art and power in the pass and control play. The art emphasizes the accuracy of passing
and cutting, while the power emphasizes the speed of passing and cutting. The pass and control game has
a good aesthetic taste, which not only imitates the real hunting image of human beings, but also reflects
the hunting image of group hunting animals. The transposition ability of the players with the ball and the
players without the ball determines the level of the pass and control tactics. The combined force of the
two players is enough to create a fantastic live scene which symbolizes the highest value of the pass and
control game. The pass and control play can also constantly provide the team with joint force of move-
ment, which makes it easier to create a fantastic effect as well as a picturesque scenario.

Keywords: football competition; pass and control tactics; group hunting behavior; cooperative aes-
thetics
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