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Effects of Caffeine Ingestion on Endurance Athletic Performance: Effects and Mechanisms
QIN Qiyang?, CHEN Bin?, GUO Li% CAO Yinhang"

(1. School of Athletic Performance, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China; 2. De-
partment of Public Physical Education, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, Fuzhou 350002,
China; 3. School of Exercise and Health, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)
Abstract: Caffeine is widely used as an ergogenic aid for endurance athletes during training and com-
petition. To systematically review the effects of caffeine intake on athletic performance in time trial
(TT), time to exhaustion during constant load (TTE) and graded increasing exercise test performed to
exhaustion (GIT), and to summarize the effects of caffeine on endurance performance, the study at-
tempts to provide a theoretical basis for the optimization of nutritional supplement programs for coaches
and athletes in China. The results show that most of endurance athletes such as cycling, long distance
running, and rowing take capsules containing different doses of caffeine (3~9 mg/kg) to improve their
endurance performance. However, there were differences in the effective dose and mechanism of caf-
feine in improving the performance. Moreover, future research is expected to be focused on the effect of
caffeine mixed with other nutritional supplements and the influences of different caffeine intake doses,
gender differences, genomic groups, and placebo effects on the function-enhancing effects of caffeine.
Keywords: caffeine; ergogenic aid; time trial; endurance athletes; time to exhaustion; graded incre-
mental exercise
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Tablel Effect of caffeine intake on time trial performance (n=29)

PEH CRFREN) Bl PG ﬁ; BEITE BRI T
Wiles 2504 8 Z B MHIT 6mgkg E#E 1km BT TT | TT(711svs. 7345s) N.A.
(2006) BB R 1 A4 H (940 W vs.
864 W)
1 MPO(523 W vs. 505 W)
Beedie %012 6 2B M A1T 4.5 mglkg fE#E 10km AT TT 1 MPO(4.5 mg/kg vs. —HR BLA VO,
(2006) LB 5 9 mg/kg 6 mg/kg vs. placebo; 280.6 W
vs. 285.9 W vs. 274.3 W)
Jenkins 4E09 13 44 B4 1 mg/kg. JedE  80%VOu Bi4T 15 min 1 #HiTIZE(2 mg/kg vs.  —HR RPE BLA
(2008) AfT%iE3iR 2 mglkg Fi + kK& 4 min+15 min placebo:3.08 ki/kg vs. (1 mglkg Fil
3 mg/kg M54 TT 2.96 ki/kg) 2 mg/kg) .BLA
— K D% (1 mglkg vs. (3 mglkg);

3mg/kgvs. placebo.2.94 ki/kg —RER Ve (1 mg/kg) .
vs. 3.04 kJ/kg vs. 2.96 kI/Kg)  VOueu(1 mglkg £
3mg/kg);
1 Ve(2 mg/kg F
3mg/kg) . VO e
(2 mglkg)
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Kilding 5 10 4 B ¥ H 3mglkg g 3km I T TT | iZFFE (3.78 min vs. —HR .BLA i3
(2012) 1485 5 3.81 min) HCO. ki
1 MPO(381 W vs. 373 W)
Desbrow 2589 16 4 B ¥ {3 mglkg il JRRE  SEMBEWE (0.75x | TT (3 mglkg vs. 6 mglkg 1 HR GLU(6 mg/kg) ;
(2012) T4B8R 6 mglkg PPOx3 600) 3% H 4T vs. placebo,3738svs. 3791s —RPE
HETT vs.39025s)
Astorino %19 8 44 B S 5 mglkg EEE 10kmBFTTT | TT(1707minvs.17.35min) —HR RPE
(2012) TiHizshh
Acker £ 10 4 B A 6mglkg JEH#E 60% VO 1H 7E 71 fif i —TT(43.6 minvs. 44.2 min) —HR RPE GLU;
(2012) (s =oiint 17 20min J& , £ 20km —MPO(247 Wvs. 238 W) 1 RER BLA
BT TT
Skinner 588 14 # W F H 6 mg/kg g a; BEAMIMER 1hJ5IF a:] TT(57.93 minvs. —HR .RPE;
(2013) TN = I 40 km W4T TT 59.10 min), 1 BLA .GLU (a) .EPI
iz ) b5y b MMM RSN b, —TT(58.47 min vs. (a) NEPI(a)
TG 40km 3547 TT  59.08 min)
Hodgson % 8 #1551k AT 5 mylkg JEHE 559V O 1H5E HHT U 1 MPO(204 W s, 277 W) —HR AL,
(2013) KB 5y 17 30 min J& , #E 47 WAL 1 GLU
BE (0.7xWpmx2 700)
YW EATTT
Santos Rde % 8 4 B4 F1 47 5 mglkg eHE Akm BATTT | TT(6.82 minvs. 6.98 min) —HR RPE BLA VO,
(2013) BB 1 MPO(232 W vs. 219 W)
Miller Ze0 6 ZBTEATT 2x3molkg(iE3) K 65% VO 1HE i ffd | TT(19.7 minvs. 20.5 min) —HR RPE HEF3
(2014) RN =T {1 M2 30 40 min 17 80 min J& , PEAT Ik
B8 5 Ja 4 oml B A WERE T TR
3 mglkg) (5 kdlkg) HB4T TT
Lane R0 12 % B PEF & 3molkg MIHE  IFERE FBPE. 5K 4883km WifT FHE. | TT (62.73 minvs. —HR . RPE
(2014) 12 Z4&tl FHOFE T 63.50 min)
(=)l bk, 52 29.35km B 1 MPO (313 W vs. 303 W)
7TT M. | TT (50.85 min vs.
51.67 min)
1 MPO(216 W vs. 207 W)
Bortolotti %9 13 & B #: 6 mglkg Be#E 20km BAT TT —TT(3635minvs.3652min) —HR RPE EMG
(2014) (Es=n
Paton %% 204 (10 B+ & 200 mg (& OFHE 30km %47 TT(4% 10km 10 km: -MPO (259 W vs. 1 HR;—RPE;
(2015) 10 Z0) A47 % ) F1 300 mg M HR 5 0.2 km i) 45 258 W) | mrifilfa Hh 25 (425 1 BLA,
BB (B )y 1 YIS AR W vs. 419 W) —VO,.RER
I AR 20 km: —MPO(241 W vs.
240 W) Wil D (411
Wvs. 415 W)
30 km:1 MPO(3.8%) . il
i 2% (4.0%)
Oberlin &% 11 2 B H 4x50 mg(0 km, fx#¢  80% VT, iz a5 90 min —TT(1940svs. 1947 s) —HR
(2016) 74885 5 km 10 km F J&, BEHT 20 km BY54T
15 km B4R A ) TT
Saunders Z5%1 42 4 B ¥ H 6 mglkg JREE SR TSEWE (0.85x 1 MPO(2342Wvs. 2280W) N.A.
(2017) (s =oiint W1 500) DA A 17
ETT
Larson 5 9 % Bk A4y 5mglkg BeHE 20km BHATTT | TT(3322minvs. 3457 min) —HR RPE;1 Ve Vg,
(2018) X7 Dl 1 MPO(261Wvs. 250 W)  BLA
Guest %% 101 £ B M H 2 mglkg Al B#E 10km B T TT | TT (2 mg/kg vs. 4 mg/kg AA.—HR RPE(2mg/kg),
(2018) 17 %38 3 L 4 malkg vs. placebo,AA:17.0 mg/kg | RPE(4 mg/kg);
(49 % AA 44 vs. 16.6 mg/kg vs. 17.8 min; AC: T HR(4 mg/kg),
% AC8 #4 AC:186 min vs. 184 min vs. —RPE;
CC JHE) 180 min;CC: 20.8 min vs. CC: | HR(4 mgkg)

18.3 min)

—RPE
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Santos 250 a:8 % =K 5mglkg HE AkmBATTT a;| TT(609minvs.618min); a:t HR;
(2020) BiAfT 4z 1 MPO(3299Wvs.3164W); —RPE;
B T LAKHIFE (1085 W 1 VO,
b:8 # 1k /KF vs. 97.9W); b:1 HR;
BrEATT s 1 (1201 kJvs. 117.0k]) —RPE;
B b.| i&3hAF[E] (6.70 minvs. 1 VO,
6.88 min)
1 MPO(2473Wvs.2322 W)
T JosH TR (915 W vs.
75.1W)
T HI1(99.2 kd vs. 95.6 kJ)
Bridge %7 8 Z4 ¥ K H 3 mglkg e 8km i TT | TT(3168minvs.3263min) 1 HR;
(2006) BB 5 —RPE BLA
O'Rourke 6™ 15 £ 5 4 1 5 mglkg JE#E  Skm A TT | TT(1745minvs.1763min) N.A.
(2008) BB
Clarke %2 13 £ B K 9 mg/kg JedE  1¥EH (1609 m) HiH | TT(4.35minvs. 441 min) —HR BLA GLU;
(2018) fikeo) Il T 1 TR PR v
Ramos-Campo 2581 15 44 5 ¥ # 6 mglkg JeHE  800m i TT —TT(122.3svs. 1226 5) —HR RPE BLA
(2019) K iz sh b1
Anderson R 8 F A PEFEME 6 mglkg Al g 2kmFERETT | TT(9 mg/kg:-1.3%) —HR,RPE BLA,
(2000) izl 5 9 mg/kg —TT(6 mg/kg) VO,.VCO, RER;
1 FFA Ve(9mg/kg)
Skinner %581 10 44 5 1 3¢ 2 mg/kg, HE 2kmBEETT —TT (2 mglkg vs. 4 mg/kg 1 HR(4 mglkg #il
(2010) FEIZ B 51 4 mg/kg F1 vs. 6 mg/kg vs. placebo;6.7 6 mg/kg);
6 mg/kg min vs. 6.68 min vs. 6.71 min 1 BLA(6 mg/kg);
vs. 6.73 min) 1 GLU(4 mg/kg il
6 mg/kg) ;
—PI
Carr 25 6 % B +2 6mglkg BEHE 2kmBEMETT | TT(6.41 minvs.6.44min) | HR;—RPE;
(2011) g S lise 1 MPO (354 Wvs. 344 W) 1 BLA
ot
Christensen %5 12 £ (11 B+ 3 mgl/kg B#E 6min FEME TT 1 MPO(400 W vs. 393W)  —RPE
(2014) 14) FEfRis t FEE5(1878 mvs. 1865m)
B
Potgieter %™ 26 4 (14 5+ 6 mg/kg R BRAZTRHIE L TT iz 9k : (335 min vs. —RPE;
(2018) 12 )R A= (1.5 km Ji#k + 40 km % 348 min), TT %17 (706 min 1 BLA PCC.NEUT%,
Tjiiz ) 51 T+ 10 km B4) vs. 714 min),TT 8 2 . LYM%
(45.6 min vs. 45.9 min)
Stadheim 259 10 44 % ¥ 4% 6 mglkg BedE 8 km HETEE TT | TT(3301minvs.3426min) —HR FFA;
(2013) PG5 E 8 51 | RPE;

1 BLA GLU EPI

T oFRARLREELER; FREFRE | FRBETH,AAFRIEW A S S IZE 5 5 AC FR i AC & F
FH B2 3 51 ; BLA R FLER ; CC F£nHlhily C S5 3L 1942 30 51 ; EMG R 1w LA ; EPI R B L IR 38 ; FRA AUt 5 i i
2 ; GLU M I8 s HR 03 LYM%ZE 7R ik I 40 i 3140 NEPI Jg 25 U B IR 35 ; NEUT %3 71 P ks 40 i 1%k, PPO 1
% D2, PCC Il 3% B2 Bl ; placebo 22 B s RER S I A2 4 %6 s RPE. Sy 35 W 95 B4 ; VCO, i — A fb i b i &
Ve WEFBESE; VO, NiEEE ; VO NI KIEAE ; VO MIEIHIRA R ; W AR ARIIR TT Nitit3E,

BT A Z 0 95 Ty 5 A WIME D AT 2 5 55 AT TT MPOuen(4 km TT (5 213 5.9%) , IfIA Kyl

iz 3 B, Santos Rde % B, E A 6 mo/kg MHE Wl D AT RE R J08 2o 1 DORE 1A 2 5 L RE LU 491 T B o
DA AT LA 28 A 7 Tl (4 km TT BGIFE],2.3% ) F1 J5EEAGJC S D05 BEmi 2 iz sh & 8, Santos 407
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WFSTUESE 8 A 5 mo/kg Wi HE PR S8 4 (] 9 AL ) 2%
G T TTam(1.5%) ., 74, Jenkins ZE0455 THEA 3 Fb
AN T 560 ek e R (1 mg/kg .2 mg/kg .3 mglkg) X F 4T
4153 51 LA 80% VO peq #R 51T 15 min J5AE 4 min,
B 4T 15 min (19 TT 25 5L 3R B, #EA 2 mg/kg il
3 mg/kg MNME K] 2 AT 42 5 MPOssyn (15 min TT (19°F-3)
iy 3.9%H1 2.9%) , 1fij 1 mg/kg M HE PR % MPO gy
TR ERW, $Eon i m TT iz sh R B el A %%
F Al fE =2 mg/kg, 12 Bortolotti %5 MAF 55 & P4 A
6 mg/kg I ME % TT e (20 km TT £ B 6] ) TG 5200
PRI ¥ 22 S 0 D DK T BB T . O IO A T
TESZ X S 15 A e A B 2, R A HE
DRI 2 1 i i Pl 81 174 g i 484 3 28 S 990 | R b o) 3 0 4
AT REIE A ;. @R 1) 2 I IR Rk F iz
Bl RIS R TE R R X E 2 v K -8 Bl B Y 9%
55 SR TR Y 4 DR LA A B 32 A (o DR A
ROBAEEZ I, 5351, Paton SFPHE A AT 4458 8) B 78
#4730 km (1% TT v RE g2 3~4 malkg Wik Al 150
(55 10 km 555 0.2 km wfofi] 58 1 Y o) fs PELIE 1
FHE), BI MPOoue (0~10 km [ 305 T %) 5
MPO 1-20n(10~20 km F4F 2 i 5 2138 ) Fl ¢ J5 0.2 km
il D) R T 25 5, {H MPOgygayen (20~30 km
-2k 1 D%, 3.8%) AR S5 0.2 km b fil i i1 3
R (4.0% ) #  35 $2 5, 95 0L Paton $fE I NEL WG 5w mE
FI & B8 T REAE 18 min 247 /R T e G HE 53R . 45
R A UNME R n] LUEE S AT TT (s sh R,
{EAEAEFI RO, , B ABIE PX] ()7 2R 2~6 mglkg
T340, ELOGE 5 ik B AR SR T AT TT B 8h
TR

22O 5T I kg B A Wi R T e o K B2 B 01
£ TT iz sh # M, ORourke 45 BIRF 5T R | A
5 mag/kg B HE A 2 AR A TTae (5 km TT A9 S []
1%), HEIZ 3l 2R B0 4 = 2 ol LT o Al b 28 R
4t (Central Nervous System, CNS ) -5 8% LUK 45 fig
MY ZEE 52 W BT 2L, Bridge 224 A 3 mg/kg #11 Clarke
A 9 molkg OB ST BRGE T IS MIGE S mnmE
DRI T LB i 9 BT, 55 M P BT B2 AR B 28
JUAH M AT 38 A B SO B R £ 3 )
LR, 3 T 385 0 LT A S A RE B2 4 m LA 1) WA &4 i
18 G4 e AT AR LA anvsk 2 BLAm
JHLPN Y K AL SR FR RS, O 1 5 200 RS X K R
s o7 1400w M R 3 AT A T USRI e ) 22 e e 32
A PR E Ca? I RIS TRl i o420 {ufi JIL 41 i O R 4
2y, AR AR RE . B4 1 T SE &
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LA 6 mg/kg MITHE PR X TTan(800 m TT Y[R )
T 52 T XOR] g AR T 1 HUA K
AWIHER 2B 32 R A O 25 b A 3~9 markg Bl
M DA AT 2 15 T 8 A W e DR 2 5% 9 K s B 51 B 2D
TT Wiz sl R,

Z R TN B A MR PR A W] £ S B AR TT iz
sh#E B, Christensen 5B 5% & B, 85 A 3 mglkg Wil
MER G MPOgyin (6 min TT (973745 i D)% | 1.78%)
R, Carr FHEEFSE s B A 6 mg/kg MinHE
BB T TTam(2 km TT BYIRFE],0.46% ) , I 45 55
T MPOy, (2 km TT 19 F- ¥ th D)3 ,2.9%) . #%AE
5 TRIAE DA Sk i e R 3 Ao 52 0 CNS [ 422 A AR 32 00 98¢
%% )3t (Rating of Perceived Exertion, RPE ) M 1fij #2 5
BB F L, 15 Skinner ZEBIRF5E K& B, #EA 2 mg/kg .
4 mg/kg F1 6 mg/kg Bl HE KX TT e B0 S EFE . MK
IZAR 2 ] 0, B 6 mo/kg I DAL f6 s £ i 2 i e
PRIVEE (28 pumol /LI T )55 5 2% (30~35 wmol/L )
M 5 3z 3 0 5 S B A MR B, AT BELAG T
Wi D] R A G o £ I B A v s ) et PR T
FIREPNE TT iz sh R B, HH/EEN S, HER
7 BIES A M PR AT B 2 ) 55 AR

J381 3 WA IA Ry £ A B R A AT i kN =
Tt Yk AR S TT (32 333, 4N Potgieter 45
IR, BEA 6 molkg W AE PR AT DL G 3 4 4
SR TSR] (1.6%) . [AAF , Stadheim SR 5E
R A 6 markg BN I A B B T T T g
(8 km TT I} [a],3.6%) , iZAE# N K iz sh R B4 &
FE R T ME R B T UL s Bl B Y S A
| NINE T = I AT & T

gi B TIR L E AT 4R R O AR B T
Tt H 2 3l 51 A8 o 58 A s R i (5~9 mglkg ) B E
PR R i v B U 3 5w B SR N TT iz s 3R B, (75 ikt
S b B S B A MER o 53 Ah WEL g g B
A BELERE = TT iz 3h 3R Iy TH I8 7 72 W E 80U
A TG HE A ME PR > A5 AT R 2 52 e i M D) D) g b
BRI HNRZ — B4 B 250k ik ik

it
2.2 A R iEE)

F2HEA T IR R (4 ) MATT A (35)
BB BTN R RS 75 & (3~15 mg/kg)
Wl RS TTE R RCR I 7 G ARG SCHk . LS5 IH
AN SCHR AT AT TTE 14 9 28 5CR 32 e I8 50 4 A iz
277 RN R R
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R 2 pnMERE X IEE 5215 5118 E 3h R IMA 0 (n=7)
Table2 Effect of caffeine intake on time to exhaustion (n=7)

BA

VB (CRFREN) il PG = o BETRE BRI o
McNaughton %58 12 44 55 $E K 10 mg/kg #il JE#E 70%~75%VOum, 3 E# 1 TTE(15 mg/kg:50.52 min 1 FFA TG;
(1986) iubewm) I} 15 mg/kg VAR vs. 48.21 min) | RPE
—TTE(10 mg/kg:48.49 min —BLA
vs. 48.21 min)
Sasaki %5 5 Z WK 384 mg JeHE 80%VOuma 5 FE Ji 26 ZE 1 TTE(53.02 min vs. T FFA, BRI
(1987) i85 Sk 39.45 min) BLA(45 min) .GLU;
—RER VO,
Graham ¥ 74 (6 %5 +1 9mgl/kg e 2 2H 85%VOum M JE > 1 TTE (#4:71.0 min vs. —FFA;
(1991) ) Hibisg) FIHP ST E W 49.2 ming %547 .59.3 min vs. 1 RER, L% Hhk
B 39.2 min) ¥ .BLA EPI;
—NEPI
Graham %5 8 Z K 39 mg/kg. K% 85% VO i MIZ % 1 TTE(3 mg/kg vs. 6 mg/kg 1t FFA(9 mg/kg) ;
(1995) fiubees) Il 69 mg/kg Al pap ] vs. placebo .60 min vs. 60 min  -RER;
9 mg/kg vs. 49.4 min) 1
—TTE(9 mg/kg vs. placebo: (9 mg/kg) .BLA GLU;
55.6 min vs. 49.4 min) —VO,;
t EPI ( 6mg/kg #l
9 mg/kg);t NEPI(rest-
ing) . # I 1 (3 mg/kg
F1 6 mg/kg) ;
— B (9 mg/kg)
Costill & 94 (7% +2 330mg JedE 80% VO 5% W 172 1 TTE(90.2 min vs. —FFA HR.BLA,
(1978) ) Afi%is 7138 75.5 min) VO,;
il T BEWIRHPR TG;
| RER
Spriet Zu 84 (7941 9mglkg B#E 80% VO i EH1TE 1 TTE(96.2 min vs. —FFA NEPI . Ifil3¢+7
(1992) &) Afi%iE J1v 75.8 min) I 5
)5 1 RER ZTHHI (L5 H
il ¥k . BLA GLU,
V¢.VO,.EPI;
L W JE
Pasman %5 9 Z B 14T 5mg/kg. e 80%W #RJEHATE S 1+ TTE (5minvs. 9 minvs. 1T FFA MK HmHk
(1995) Fizd b 9 mg/kg F1 3] 13 min vs. placebo:58 min
13 mg/kg vs.59minvs. 58 minvs47min)

T FR LR ELERt R ERE, | £ DE FHE;BLA NIMFLAR ; CRT k4 IV ifa] ; COGRT ik Ml 1 fif L
ML E] 5 EPL A EIRER s FRA il B IR iR ; GLU iy IUARE ; HR .06 s NEPIL 2 26 B 11 3R ; placebo %2815 ; RER 4
I 32 4 % s RPE Sy B ] 7 38 5 SRT Sy ] B f2 o I i) TTE Kz ) & 7 s ik ] s TGy Hh il = Wk J ; VO Mg A &=
VO B KA AU 5 Ve Jp 1853030 it s W FIRR IR

(ORI RT A INYTE E DA R B L PSR S 1S
TTE, Costill %1 Ik Lhiz 8h 51 I oE %t 42, ik A 1T
%35 Eh B %A 330 mg (5 molkg) BME R S 2EAT LA
809V O 1 7 11l B AT 28 77 i 3, 45 SR W om $ A
WA AT A 3 I S i B AR TR (Free Fatty Acids,
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Table3 Effect of caffeine intake on graded incremental exercise test performed to exhaustion(n=3)
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