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Judging Method of the Jurisdiction of the People's Courts in Multi-tier Sports Dispute Reso-
lution Mechanism

LI Feiyi'?, LIU Zixian?

(1.Economic Law School, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201620,
China; 2. Commercial Court of Shanghai No.2 Intermediate People's Court, Shanghai 200070, China)
Abstract: Chinese multi-tier sports dispute resolution system was established with the amendment of
the Sports Law of the People’s Republic of China in 2022. This renewed system delivers professional
and efficient dispute settlements provided by internal dispute resolution institutions of sports associa-
tions, China Sports Arbitration Commission and the courts. However, the lacking of boundary of juris-
diction between each mechanism caused the confusion of remedy selection, the loss of self-identifica-
tion and the decline of the dispute resolution efficiency. By analyzing a case, the study holds that judg-
ing the jurisdiction could be based on the the legal attributes and adjudicative effects of the mecha-
nisms, jurisdiction boundaries between the mechanisms, and rules for jurisdiction review. From the
perspective of judging the jurisdiction of the People's Court, sports autonomy should be insisted by sat-
isfying the unique requirements of sports dispute resolution. The baseline is judicial remedy should be
reserved to ensure the professional, efficient and final settlement of sports disputes. The agreement of
submitting dispute to internal dispute resolution institutions of sports association cannot exclude the ju-
dicial jurisdiction; parties can bring a lawsuit directly. The court has no jurisdiction when there is an
arbitration agreement granting the jurisdiction of China Sports Arbitration Commission. If the arbitra-
tion agreement is in conformity with the relevant provisions of the Sporis Law of the People’s Republic
of China, the court shall dismiss the lawsuit.
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