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Research on the Rise of Japan's Speed Skating in PyeongChang Winter Olympics
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Abstract: At the 2018 PyeongChang Olympics Winter Games, Japan made a major breakthrough in
speed skating, and had won a good result of 3 golds, 2 silvers and 1 bronze. Japan not only main-
tained its advantage in short distance projects, but also showed a strong upward trend in medium
and long distance projects as well as in team sports, which subverted the situation that the medium
and long distance projects have been ruled by Europe and the United States. By looking up materi-
als, analyzing competition video and investigating data of Japanese speed skating on the official
website of the Pyeonghang Winter Olympics, the development path of speed skating in Japan and
the technical and tactical characteristics of Japanese speed skaters in the competition are summa-
rized, which provides reference suggestions for the development of speed skating in China. The rea-
sons for the rise of Japan's speed skating are: (1) speed skating infrastructure construction; (2)
strategic cooperation in“send out"and"bring in"with the speed skating power of the Netherlands; (3)
"learning from each other"tactic.
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Figure 1 Total Number of Medals for Each Country in

the Past Five Winter Olympic Games
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Figure 2 Total Number of Medals in the Speed Skating
Women's Event in Europe, America and Asia in the
Last Five Winter Olympics
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Table I Number and Distribution of Skating Venues in Japan
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Figure 4 Comparison of the Starting Posture of Kodira
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Table II Statistics on the Final Results of the Speed
Skating Women's Team Sprint
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Figure 5 Tactic of Alternating Leading Skater for
Japanese Team in Women's Team Sprint
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Table III Basic Information of 3 Athletes of the
Japanese Team
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Table IV Statistics on the Tactical Level of the Top
Five Skaters in the PyeongChang Winter Olympics
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