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Discussion on the Regulation of Cocaine in Anti-Doping Practice: A Case Study of the
Approved 2021 World Anti-Doping Code

LIU Chang

(Huangpu District People's Court of Shanghai, Shanghai 200003, China)

Abstract: The 2021 World Anti-Doping Code was approved in the Fifth World Conference on Doping
in Sport, and will come into force on 1 January 2021. The new version has made quite a few changes
in the regulations of cocaine. Continuing controversies about whether cocaine should be classified as
non-specified substance, and about whether cocaine can enhance the sports performance have exerted
a profound impact on anti-doping practice. The diversity of the violation background makes it difficult
for athletes to specify the sources of the prohibited substance, and the different opinions on cocaine
held by different institutions tend to exacerbate the disparities in sanction. The approved 2021 World
Anti-Doping Code has made changes in the regulations on cocaine and other social drugs, which al-
lows the guiding role of sports arbitration and verdict to be further developed without aggravating the
severity of the strict liability principle. In the future fight against doping, modifying the prohibited list
and making cocaine specified substance without infringing the government-level drug prohibition, not
only can settle the controversies over cocaine, but also can enhance the consistency and stability of
sanctions, providing athletes with reasonable expectations to behave themselves.
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