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A Legal Analysis of Female Athletes' Qualification Restrictions
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Abstract: Gender eligibility restrictions for female athletes based on a certain physiological index are
highly controversial topics in the international sports circle in recent years. In particular, the emer-
gence of the Dutee Chand Case and the Caster Semenya Case has made the female restriction rules,
mainly represented by the IAAF Hyperandrogenism Rule and Difference of Sexual Development (DSD
rules), highly concerned by the sports, medical, legal and other circles of society. Based on methods
like literature review, case analysis, comparative analysis, the paper examined the legal issues caused
by the qualification restriction rules on some female athletes, and made an in-depth analysis on dis-
crimination of eligibility restrictions for some female athletes, on the conflict between the female eligi-
bility restriction rules and the superior rules of sports organizations, as well as between domestic law
and international law, and on the necessity and proportionality of the qualification restriction rules on
some female athletes. The research shows that Hyperandrogenism rule and DSD rule are clearly dis-
criminatory and violate the health and privacy rights of some female athletes and the basic principles
of human rights protection. The restriction, discrimination and violation of human rights incurred by
these rules are not commensurate with the desired goals. The exclusive rights such as the right to fair
play in the field of sports should not go beyond the basic human rights.
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I AR Ot I R AE 8 Oz Bl B B (L i Bl
SRR AP AT LA GG 2 A S (g FRAL R4 v A T 2
BRETHANAGER, A7 — L AAUR] 2 4
W, A0 B b S B S — AL TEAR T U [
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