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Existence and Significance of Ritual Ethnic Sports in Rural Society (5)

   ---- Firework-Snatching in the Framework of State and Society

LI Zhi-qing

(Guangxi Normal University,Guilin 541004,China)

Abstract: The bumpy fate of firework-snatching since the founding of the People’s Republic has

reflected the close relationship between the social life of the villagers and national policies. Many examples
reflect the contradictions between the folk ritual and the national ideology as well as mutual actions of folk
society and national power. At the specific historical phases, because of the national ideological pressure,
the signified symbol of firework-snatching has the one side of the image as surface and promotional, and the
other side as implied and traditional. People keep the convictional activities by means of acting according
to circumstances, acting at their own discretion, selecting the legendary versions, etc. But the organizers of
folk ritual always cooperate with government. They take into consideration the government¡̄ s benefits
and express the significance of their activities toward government and society so as to ensure the legality
of their activities. The result of the investigation shows that the traditional ritual sports activities organized

by the people themselves have great vitality.
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