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Transformation Processes in East German Sports after the Fall of the Berlin Wall
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Abstract: It is rare to find the historical researches on sports associations and organizational changes in the
documents concerning the sports transformation of former East Germany. The article uses the materials in the
German Sports History Center to explore the transformation process of the sports clubs and the related organi-
zations in Thuringen of the former East Germany before and after the fall of the Berlin Wall. Through the case
of Magdeburg Club, the article introduces the difference of the systems and culture of the sports organizations
in former East Germany and West Germany. Finally, by comparing some macro sports data, the article, from
the aspects of sports facilities, sports policy and sports culture, discusses the reasons why the sports develop-

ment in former East Germany regions is still lagging behind that of the former West Germany.
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